
Chapter 25

Counterpunch

Now with some victories under its belt, France moves aggressively outward, 
regaining its lost territory and pushing on beyond. The war has strained every 
system to the breaking point. It is clear that if France can survive this, it will begin a 
whole new era.

 The world itself will never be the same as it was before the war.

Here Nostradamus starts with the big picture, and gradually narrows his view, 
contrary to his normal process of an individual focus first. 

Century 2 Quatrain 60

60
The Punic faith broken in the East,

Ganges, Jordan, and Rhone, Loire, and Tagus will change:
When the hunger of the mule will be satiated,
Fleet sprinkles, blood and bodies will swim.

“Punic” refers to North Africa and the Punic Wars fought between Rome and 
Carthage, and it is this reference to North Africa that ties in the Islamic “faith” 
element. Here the Islamic faith is “broken” in the east, and we have some examples
of just how far east he means. The five rivers mentioned are all over the map, India,
Palestine, France, and Spain. That they “will change” is directed at the surroundings,
not the river beds themselves. What will change is the language and customs of the
people as at first the native peoples are run out, and the Islamic peoples move in. If 
the faith is now “broken”, the Islamic peoples will be run out and some of the 
original natives may return to resettle. 

The question here is what “breaks” the faith? How can a “faith” be broken? 

Since the Mahdi is the embodiment of Mohammed on earth, his word and will is 
sacrosanct. When the Mahdi starts to lose battles, and then lose territory, his Mahdi-
ship comes into question. After all if Allah is with him and guiding him, he cannot 
lose to the infidels. 

Faith can be broken by being proven false, precisely what is happening here. 

Line three calls him the “mule”, (previously he was called a “camel”), and here his 
“hunger” for conquering lands will be satisfied, in fact, he will have bitten off more 
than he can chew.

The last line is a bit difficult, but I think the meaning is that the mighty Islamic fleet 
is now just “sprinkles”, and no longer a “torrent” as indicted in other quatrains. 



Nostradamus seems to have a thing for water metaphors. This implies the 
decimation of the swarmcraft at this point.

  

Century 4 Quatrain 50

50
Libra will see the Hesperias govern,

Holding the monarchy of heaven and earth:
No one will see the forces of Asia perished,

Only seven hold the hierarchy in order.

“Libra”, as shown in an earlier chapter, is America. “Hesperias” means “lands of the
west”, in this case, there is no more western Europe, so the west indicates across 
the Atlantic.  The second line means that the “west” or America will “rule” (“holding 
the monarchy”) the skies and earth, in other words land and air superiority. It is 
interesting and maybe very significant that “seas” or “water” is not mentioned.

The last two lines simply state that the “forces of Asia”, the Islamic forces, will not 
be defeated until “seven hold the hierarchy in order”.  Nostradamus had to be 
pretty good to know that a presidential term would be 4 years in the yet-to-be 
independent America.  Seven presidents will hold office during this war, which in full
terms would be 28 years, and the war is predicted to last “less than a revolution of 
Saturn” which is 29 and a half years. Does this mean that everything will be normal 
in the States?

Maybe, although it is hard to imagine that America would sit by and watch all this 
develop without getting involved, especially when virtually every NATO country is 
overrun. It is more likely that domestic issues will be so bad that America is unable 
to respond. What would cause these domestic problems is the big mystery, unless 
of course, natural catastrophic events take place.

Century 8 Quatrain 46

46
Paul the celibate will die three leagues from Rome,

the two nearest flee the oppressed monster.
When Mars will take up his horrible throne,

the Cock and the Eagle, France and the three brothers.

“Paul the Celibate” must be a Pope, so first inclination would place this quatrain 
back in the attack on Italy phase. A French “league” in the time of Nostradamus was
10,000 feet, or about 1.9 miles, so here the Pope dies at a place 5 ½ to 6 miles from
Rome. 



The ocean is about 20 miles west of Rome, so the earlier quatrain referencing the 
“bilge” must not apply, if it ever did. While there are a large number of ancient 
basilicas and cathedrals in Rome, none appear to be at the correct distance, then 
again, we have no idea where to measure from. The Vatican City is about 2 miles 
from the center of Rome, and the city of Rome is surrounded by a circular highway 
at a distance of between 5 and 8 miles. If this refers to the Prophecy of Fatima and 
the Third Secret, then a significant hill must be the potential target area.  

The “two nearest” and the “oppressed monster” are unknowns, however Fatima 
mentions other clergy in the Third Secret as well. As for the “monster”, the attack 
led by the Black Turban across the Adriatic to Ravenna was the “monstrous” thing, 
cutting off all of lower Italy, so it seems two “nearest” the Pope will be fleeing this 
attack.

Line three is simply a war reference but line four is the most interesting. Here we 
find the first mention of the “Eagle”, and this is why the quatrain may fit in later in 
the war as I have inserted it.  While the Cock is the symbol of France, this is the first
mention of America as the “Eagle”, previously it was “Libra”. This denotes an 
alliance between France and the United States, certainly not surprising, but it is 
unexpected we should run across this so late in the war.

There is a simile presented here as well. The “Cock and Eagle” are the same as 
“France and the Three Brothers”. Whoever the three brothers are, they are tied to 
America in some way. Other commentators have seen these brothers as the 
Kennedys, John, Robert and Ted. I am not sure I see the connection in this case. I 
think it more likely that the three brothers are “Redbeard”, ”The Chief of the 
English”, and “Ogmios”, the three champions of battle for the Allies.

There is another possibility here, although most of the commentators (I am being 
generous, all of the commentators) have missed it.  Obviously the brothers do not 
have to be related, nor do they have to be actual brothers, as the meaning of the 
quatrain is more along the lines of “brothers in arms”.

There are “three brothers” that currently play a significant role in United States 
government, these are the “Bush brothers”. Could this quatrain be predicting that 
Jeb Bush will become a President as well?

  If this quatrain is late in the war, as I have placed it, then this would be about a 
Pope returning to Rome from exile in France. As we will see, fighting continues in 
Italy long after things begin to quiet down elsewhere. If I have this misplaced, then 
all I have stated still holds, just that the events take place during the initial attacks 
on Rome, and America must be an ally at that time, although not mentioned in any 
following campaigns.

Century 4 Quatrain 70

70



Quite contiguous to the great Pyrenees mountains,
One to direct a great army against the Eagle:

Veins opened, forces exterminated,
As far as Pau will he come to chase the chief.

“Contiguous” means “adjoining” or “together with”, so the first two lines can be 
translated in this way, an Islamic commander will be in charge of a large army 
attacking the United States army next to the Pyrenees Mountains. 

Line three shows a slaughter, but is not clear who is getting the worst of this. Line 
four is probably the clue, as the “chief”, the commander of the army, will be chased 
“as far as Pau”.

The context of the quatrain seems to indicate the “chief” is the one leading the 
army against the “Eagle”, the “Eagle” being the “he” in the last line.  It is a bit 
unclear in this translation, I have placed it here considering that America has 
entered the war and the tide has clearly turned, I hope I am correct.

Century 6 Quatrain 99

99
The learned enemy will find himself confused,
His great army sick, and defeated by ambushes,

The Pyrenees and Pennine Alps will be denied him,
Discovering near the river ancient jugs.

This first line should be interpreted as “the intelligent leader” as in the next line we 
see “his great army” referred to, so this is talking about a commander. Apparently 
this commander is a highly educated man, something we see very little of 
represented in the makeup of the armies themselves.  The army itself is described 
as “sick”, so apparently it is being ravaged by some sort of communicable disease. 



It is also being ambushed at every turn. The Pyrenees we spoke of in the last 
quatrain, and this may help the meaning we arrived at in the previous paragraph, 
that this is the remains of the “great army” that is being exterminated. The 
“Pennine Alps” are in central Italy running north and south up into the Swiss Alps at 
the top.  If the enemy commander is “denied” these two mountain ranges, then 
Allied troops must control them. 

The commander is “confused” as he has nowhere to run, he cannot cross the 
Pyrenees into Spain, nor can he cross the Apennine Mountains into eastern Italy. 
This must mean that the southern shores of France are also in Allied hands at this 
time if he needs to cross the Apennines to reach safety.

The last line gives a clue as to the location.  The phrase translated here as “jugs” is 
actually “antiques roches”, being better translated as “rocks”.  So this would say 
“discovering near the river of antique rocks”.  

In Lascaux France, are some of the world famous cave paintings of upper Paleolithic 
art. There are numerous examples in southwestern France, such as those in the 
Vezere valley.  These paintings are estimated to be 17,300 years old. [1] 

  

“Lascaus, Megaloceros” by HTO – Own Photo

So where is this “river of antique rocks”? Well it isn’t at Lascaux, since that town is 
located north of the Garonne River, and we know that the Islamic army failed to 
cross the Garonne. A better bet would be on the southeast side of France between 
the Rhone and the Isere, since this area was controlled by the Islamic army 
previously, and it is near the Apennine Mountains. A quick search of “antique 
archaeological treasures” in that area nets us this -  

“A marble bust of Julius Caesar thought to date back to 46 B.C. has been found by 
divers in the Rhone River in France.” [2]

Or how about this? “…In 1456, in France, bones of pretended giants were noticed in 
the bed of the Rhone. Soon after other discoveries were made near Saint-Peirat, 
opposite Valence, which were cared for by the Dauphin, afterwards Louis XI, and 
sent to Bourges, where they long remained objects of curiosity in the interior of the 
Saint-Chapelle. In the same neighborhood, in 1564, two peasants noticed, on the 
banks of the Rhone, some great bones sticking out of the ground. Cassanion 



pronounced them giants' bones, and this discovery doubtless caused him to write 
his treatise entitled “DeGigantibus…” [3]

Obviously these did not belong to giants, but turned out to be fossilized Mastodon 
bones. Fossils are formed when organic material is replaced by mineral material 
(rock) over time. Fossils are certainly “antique rocks”. 

One other reference is especially noteworthy. We have been hearing about an 
Islamic commander that Nostradamus calls “Hannibal”.  This “Hannibal” pulled off a 
daring plan to attack Italy and Rome in the earlier part of this war, in fact, this is 
exactly what earned him the name “Hannibal” from Nostradamus, because the 
historical person of Hannibal actually did the same thing in 218 B.C.  This 
commander may very well be this same “Hannibal” of Nostradamus.

Guess what?

“…The crucial part of Hannibal’s trip, in terms of unraveling where he crossed the 
Alps, begins after Hannibal crossed the Rhône River in southern France and started 
marching north. After following the Rhône for four days, the army arrived at what 
Polybius and Livy simply call the “island,” a low-lying parcel of land between the 
Rhône and a river that Polybius called “Iskaras” and Livy called “Arar.” For the next 
week and a half, Hannibal’s army followed the Iskaras/Arar into the mountains, 
covering approximately 180 kilometers…” [4]

This article from “Earth” magazine describes the search for the route 
Hannibal took from Carthage to Italy. Note that he followed the Rhone 
(northward) for four days and arrived at the junction of another river he calls 
the “Iskaras”. This is the “Isere” River. He then follows the river east into the 
Alps above Italy.

Do not think that Nostradamus did not have all this in mind when this was 
written, he most certainly did. With that, I am certain that this commander is 
the infamous “Hannibal” who sacked Rome and killed the Pope. 

The fate of this commander and his army is not specified. Others think this 
indicates that he surrenders, I am not so sure. 

Century 8 Quatrain 59

59
Twice put up and twice cast down,
the East will also weaken the West.
Its adversary after several battles

chased by sea will fail at time of need.

A seeming simple quatrain, but a bit vague at the end, as always. 



The “East”, representing the Islamic State, and the “West”, representing Western 
Europe and the Allies, will have weakened and strengthened twice. This could 
indicate past history, with Islamic control in Spain as being the first “putting up” 
(the East) and the removal of the Moorish Kingdom in Spain as the first of the 
West’s. In that case, this war would be the second rise and fall of the “East”.  If not, 
then this indicates there will be two events in this war where the “East” prevails 
over the “West” and two where the “West” prevails over the “East”.

“Its adversary” must be speaking of the West, based on the rest of these quatrains, 
although it is not very clear from this quatrain.  If so, then the “East” will be “after 
several battles chased” (this line should end here, but was carried further for his 
rhyme), and the “sea will fail at time of need”, as the “East” will lose control of the 
seas and be unable to be resupplied or retreat.

Century 8 Quatrain 49

49
Saturn in Taurus, Jupiter in Aquarius. Mars in Sagittarius,

the sixth of February brings death.
Those of Tardaigne so great a breach at Bruges,
that the barbarian chief will die at Ponteroso.

This is apparently a big day in the future, something like we remember December 
7th, 1941, or D-Day. February 6th will be the day that the “barbarian chief” will die at 
“Ponteroso”.  The exact identity of this chief is not given, but it may very well be 
“Hannibal”, who we discussed earlier, or the “Black Turban”, or one of the higher 
commanders. It is not the Blue Turban Mahdi, as we will hear from him soon, and it 
is most likely not the White-Turban-reincarnated-Jesus either. 

The first line is both a date and a symbol code.  This is one of those places where 
Paulus waffles a bit on the dating, since it does not seem to fit well with his original 
theory that this war has its origin in 1999.

Here is what he says:

“While the first line represents a fairly uncommon conjunction, dating it may be 
useless due to the previously noted difficulties with Nostradamus’ ability to 
accurately predict a configuration given the inaccurate data regarding planetary 
motions during the 16th century…. The configuration in the first line does not occur 
between the years of 2000 and 2030, so if Nostradamus saw the sky correctly, this 
quatrain does not belong with World War III.” [5]

Nowhere in the book are we given any information about what was inaccurate about
the data they had in the 16th century. We have already seen the amazing 
construction of the Antikythera mechanism which predated Nostradamus by 1,500 
years.  While early commentators on Nostradamus could not calculate his 
configurations, modern astronomy programs make it easy for anyone to check. 



I would argue that if this is an uncommon conjunction, then it is far more likely 
Nostradamus wanted this date to be known (down to the exact day), rather than 
masking it as we have seen done in other quatrains. 

The year 2030 or beyond would fit very nicely in the scheme I have laid out here, as
long as we do not force the start of this war into the 1999 time frame. 

The third line gives an idea of the theater of operations at this time, but I cannot 
agree with any of the existing interpretations. It seems to imply an opening to the 
Allies at “Bruges”, and “Tardaigne” refers to the province in north central France, so 
it appears an Allied force will originate in the “Tardaigne” area and push northward 
into Belgium. Bruges in a coastal city in Belgium. The “Ponteroso” or “red bridge” 
must be on this route.





Century 8 Quatrain 9

9
While the eagle is united with the cock at Savonna,

the Eastern Sea and Hungary.
The army at Naples, Palermo, the marches of Ancona,
Rome and Venice a great outcry by the Barbarian.

This one is a bit easier. The “Eagle” (America) will be allied with the “Cock” (France) 
at Savonna, which is in northern Italy, just west of Genoa, and will take part in a two
pronged attack, almost the reverse of how the Mahdi took the area years earlier, by 
splitting the forces with one group proceeding east towards Hungary, and one group
charging down through Italy.  That the Allies will be winning these battles is 
evidenced by line 4, the “great outcry” will be from the “barbarian”. 

Now reread the first line. Hidden in the context is the idea that this “uniting” is 
temporary, and this particular campaign takes place while the two armies are 
teamed up together. This could be due to each country receiving orders to take 
different areas of operations, and not necessarily from internal conflicts.

Century 7 Quatrain 4

4
The Duke of Langres besieged at Dole

accompanied by people from Autun and Lyons.
Geneva, Augsburg allied to those of Mirandola,

to cross the mountains against the people of Ancona.

Dole is located in eastern France near the border with Switzerland, Lausanne being 
about 100 miles away, the Jura Mountains being between the two. The last chapter 
covered the slaughter on the Jura, so this quatrain must be occurring around the 
same time. Even after the regular armies are driven out, each town and city will 
have to be retaken one by one.

Langres is just north of Dole, Lyons is slightly south. This may represent the back 
and forth battles that happen in the wake of the ‘big push’ as France works to expel 
the invaders.  Here is appears that Ancona is still held by the Islamic State, and 
newly freed Geneva and Augsburg, Germany team up with the people of Mirandola 
(northern Italy) to liberate Ancona, also in northern Italy.  The mountains must be 
the Alps, as Augsburg is on the opposite side of the mountains from Ancona.

I suspect there will be numerous battles like this, as the bulk of the military forces 
will be expanding outward against the Islamic forces, pockets that are left behind 
will be left to the local civilian and governmental agencies to neutralize. The 
reference to the “Duke” here is simply singling out the leader of this expedition.



 

Century 7 Quatrain 39

39
The leader of the French army

will expect to lose the main phalanx.
Upon the pavement of oats and slate

the foreign nation will be undermined through Genoa.

A key battle in Genoa, Italy involves the full commitment of all French reserves, 
however with troops of the “eagle” in reserve the commander will push on. The 
victory in this battle causes the Islamic resistance to collapse, probably because the
‘neck’ of Italy is in Allied hands, and without control of the Mediterranean Sea, 
supplies or escape will not be possible. 

Exactly where the “pavement of oats and slate” is remains to be seen. A pavement 
could indicate a road or highway, or a large ‘town square’.  The Italian word for 
“oats” is “avena”, for “slate” it is “ardesia”.  

Century 7 Quatrain 15

15
Before the city of the Insubrian lands,
for seven years the siege will be laid;

a very great king enters it,



the city is then free, away from its enemies.

The “Insubrian lands” are northern Italy, and the “city” would be Milan, the capital 
of the “Insubrian lands”.  Here we see it has been “under siege” for the past seven 
years.  Again, as we indicated before, this is not a siege in the conventional sense, 
today we might call it a “blockade”, or “sanctions”, as some supplies will be able to 
get in and out, probably through the Alps to the north, but in fact the city will be 
largely surrounded and cut off from any direct help. There could even be an aerial 
resupply mission as was done during World War Two.

Here we see the city is freed when a “very great king” enters it, probably Henry V, 
as this is near the end of the war, and he may have made the transition from 
military commander to anointed monarch just prior to this. 

Century 2 Quatrain 33

33
Through the torrent which descends from Verona

Its entry will then be guided to the Po,
A great wreck, and no less in the Garonne,

When those of Genoa march against their country.

Here is another of Nostradamus’ metaphors involving water.  The “torrent” here is 
not a flood of water, but a flood of troops, in this case, probably Allied troops.  We 
just read about the attack and battle of Genoa which left the Islamic army on the 
run, in this case Verona is east of Genoa, and just north of the Po River, the other 
corner of northern Italy.  

For the torrent to reach the Po River, it must be going south, onto the Italian 
peninsula, blocking the resupply and reinforcement from points east (Slovenia, 
Austria, and Hungary).  

The “great wreck” is a metaphor for complete destruction, we might say a “train 
wreck” today to describe a disastrous circumstance.  After decades of the most 
brutal war in modern history, France and the Allies will not be in a merciful mood, 
this carnage will be similar to that which occurred at the end of the “Desert Storm” 
operation, with fleeing troops being pursued and gunned down.



"Demolished vehicles line Highway 80 on 18 Apr 1991" by TECH. SGT. JOE COLEMAN -

At the same time as this campaign is taking place, a similar one will be occurring on
the Garonne River, with refugees from the earlier Genoa battles now fighting to 
reclaim land in northern Italy and southern France.  This is what the last line means 
when it states “marching against their country”. 



Century 10 Quatrain 31

31
The Holy Empire will come into Germany,
The Ishmaelites will find open places:
The asses will want also Carmania,
The supporters all covered by earth.

France is now called an empire, probably due to freeing the immediate surrounding 
countries in the pushing back of the Islamic army. It is called the “Holy” empire as it 
is the last Christian outpost standing in Europe, and also because it is the new home
of the Pope, however temporary.

 Germany is freed in this quatrain, as the Islamic armies melt back into areas they 
still control. “Carmania” is Iran itself, and here it sounds like someone Nostradamus 
calls “asses” will want to conquer Iran, taking the war all the way back to the 
source.  “Supporters” of this idea are covered with earth, we would call this “six feet
of earth”. It seems the attrition of the Allied forces would not be worth the attempt 
to push the Islamic army quite that far back.  



Century 5 Quatrain 50

50
The year that the brothers of the lily come of age,

One of them will hold the great Romania:
The mountains to tremble, Latin passage opened,
Agreement to march against the fort of Armenia.

The “lily” is the “fleur-de-lis”, the symbol of the House of Bourbon, so this implies 
the French royal family, and in particular, some “brothers”. Could this refer to the 
“three brothers” we spoke of earlier?

One of the brothers will “hold the great Romania”. This is not Romania the country, 
this particular usage means Rome. If a brother is “holding Rome” at this point, he is 
probably a military commander.  The “Latin passage” refers to the cleared way 
south through Italy.  There is then an agreement (with whom, the other brother?) to 
attack the “fort of Armenia”.  

One of the titles of the Mahdi is “the great duke of Armenia”, and we saw in the very
early stages of this war that Armenia was his very first command post outside Iran, 
and the very first attack on an outside country.

While it may not be worth the cost in manpower to conquer Iran, it seems that 
Armenia will be fair game. 

Century 6 Quatrain 21

21
When those of the arctic pole are united together,

Great terror and fear in the East:
Newly elected, the great trembling supported,
Rhodes, Byzantium stained with Barbarian blood.

This quatrain has given the commentators a great deal of trouble. I will spare you 
the lame attempts they have presented. I can find no explanation either. Whoever 
“those of the Arctic Pole” turn out to be, they create a “great terror” to the Islamic 
Army. 

As a bit of synchronicity, this was the headline in Fox News today – “The North Pole 
is Ours!” reads the headline of Rossiiskaya Gazeta -- the Russian government official
newspaper. This was posted May 20, 2015. [6]

The article points out that there are eight Arctic Council member nations with an 
interest in the Arctic area. I suppose it is possible that these eight nations are the 
ones that will be “united together”.  These nations are: The United States, Russia, 
Sweden, Norway, Canada, Denmark, Finland, and Iceland. Like World War Two, 



Russia could become a late ally and its proximity to the newly conquered areas 
would make its entry into the war a very serious problem for the Islamic State.

 “Newly elected” sounds like the leader of a country, or even a Pope. In fact, my 
own theory is that the “Newly elected” refers to the French commander and his 
coronation, which we know happens near the end of the war. If this is the case, he 
becomes the King of France, Henry V, and the Pope as well!  There must be some 
reason why we hear nothing of the re-establishment of the Papal State in Rome, and
nothing more of any Popes at all. 

Rhodes and Byzantium being “stained with Barbarian blood” is telling us that 
Greece and Turkey are being retaken and liberated. 

Why such a sudden and easy counterattack?

If it took several years or more for the Islamic army to gain all this ground, how can 
the French army, even with its allies, push the Islamic army back so quickly? 

There are a few possibilities:

 The natural events that hindered the use of air power and sea power 
gradually subside.

 The arrival of the American troops is an overwhelming advantage.

 American factories are finally rebuilt and begin production of needed war 
effort items.

 Additionally, there are hidden factors at play. 

Remember this line? 

 “When religion and politics travel in the same cart, the riders believe nothing can 
stand in their way. Their movements become headlong - faster and faster and 
faster. They put aside all thoughts of obstacles and forget the precipice does not 
show itself to the man in a blind rush until it's too late.”[7]

This is a religious war, and as long as the Mahdi delivers victories, their belief 
becomes even stronger with every victory. When the tide turns however, the belief 
is shattered. They think “maybe this man is not the Mahdi, maybe he is simply a 
pretender”. This results in a devastation of morale that no army can hope to match. 
The supporters (those covered with earth?) now find themselves alone, and very 
afraid.

It appears as victories continue to go to the Allies, the Islamic rout intensifies. At 
this point in the war, both sides have experienced extreme attrition. This area of the
planet has seen one third of all humans die. There is population shock. The 
expanding Allied forces now face the same problems that haunted the Mahdi, 
increasing supply lines over decimated infrastructure and a shortage of troops. The 
farther they penetrate, the more spread out they become. This appears to be the 
point behind the argument in 10:31 previously discussed a few quatrains back. 



Even though both sides have suffered heavy attrition and are operating on 
exhaustion, neither side is willing to settle for land regained or lost. 

While the Islamic army may have suffered its first real defeats, it still sees these 
events as temporary setbacks, and continues to battle on. 

We will see how much more either side can take next.
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